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began to treat*us with less respect in distant parts of the
world, and to consider us, as a people from whom they had
nothing to fear, and who could no longer presume to con-
travene their designs, or to check their progress.

The power of doing wrong with impunity seldom waits
long for the will; and, it is reasonable to believe, that,
in America, the French would avow their purpose of ag-
grandizing themselves with, at least, as little reserve as in
Europe. We may, therefore, readily believe, that they
were unquiet neighbours, and had no great regard to right,
which they believed us no longer able to enforce.

That in forming a line of forts behind our colonies, if in
no other part of their attempt, they had acted against the
general intention, if not against the literal terms of trea-
ties, can scarcely be denied; for it never can be supposed,
that we intended to be inclosed between the sea and the
French garrisons, or preclude ourselves from extending
our plantations backwards, to any length that our conve-
nience should require.

With dominion is conferred every thing that can secure
dominion. He that has the coast, has, likewise, the sea, to
a certain distance; he that possesses a fortress, has the
right ^of prohibiting another fortress to be built within the
command of its cannon. When, therefore, we planted
the coast of North America, we supposed the possession
of the inland region granted to an indefinite extent; and
every nation that settled in that part of the world, seems, by
. the permission of every other nation, to have made the
same supposition in its own favour.

Here, then, perhaps, it will be safest to fix the justice of
our cause; here we are apparently and indisputably in-
jured, and this injury may, according to the practice of
nations, be justly resented. Whether we have not, in
return, made some encroachments upon them, must be
left doubtful, till our practices on the Ohio shall be stated
and vindicated. There are no two nations, confining on
each other, between whom a war may not always be kindled